INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
Robert Houghwout Jackson (1892 Jackson ( -1954 built his ultimate legal reputation nationally and internationally. He was Solicitor General and Attorney General in the administration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. He then became an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, where he served for more than thirteen Terms. He was the architect of and chief American prosecutor before the International Military Tribunal that tried the Nazi leaders at Nuremberg following World War II. Jackson's life, his diverse experience as a lawyer in private practice and his personal values and outlook, however, were anchored in western New York.
Jackson was born on a family farm just south of the New York state line. As a boy, he moved with his family to the small town of Frewsburg, New York, where he was raised and schooled. After graduating from high school, Jackson's base in the world moved north to the city of Jamestown, New York. He spent a year as a post-graduate student at Jamestown High School and then began to apprentice in a local law office. After a year away taking classes at Albany Law School, Jackson returned to Jamestown, resumed his apprenticeship and, at age twentyone, passed the New York bar examination and became a lawyer without ever having attended college.
During the next twenty years, until he moved to Washington in 1934 to join the New Deal, Jackson was in private practice handling all types of legal matters. He was both a country lawyer and lead counsel to major corporations, a spell-binding trial lawyer and a technically-skilled legal advocate in appellate courts. During the 1920s, he became Jamestown's and western New York's leading young lawyer and a force in bar circles nationally.
As Jackson rose in law practice and national government, he had particularly close ties to the city of Buffalo and to this University and School of Law. Jackson briefly practiced law in Buffalo for a year near the start of his career. He continued thereafter to handle Buffalo cases and represent Buffalo clients even though his practice was based in Jamestown. In 1946, Jackson received an honorary degree from the University of Buffalo at its centennial PORTRAIT DEDICATION REMARKS I am very pleased on this special occasion to contribute a few words about Robert Houghwout Jackson, about tribute and dedication events, and about the magnetic power of great people and their depictions.
As a prominent public figure for most of his life-first here in Jamestown, then in Washington, then nationally and ultimately internationally, especially in Europe in the early days of the hard-won peace following World War II- Robert H. Jackson attended and participated in more than his fair share of tributes and dedications. On many of these occasions, Jackson wrote and spokeand his prose was always beautiful-about a living monument. Here are two examples:
In 1932, when Robert Jackson was one of Jamestown's and western New York's leading lawyers, he addressed fellow Jamestown High School alumni at the Hotel Jamestown and paid tribute to their former principal, teacher and mentor, Milton J. Fletcher.
In early 1940, new Attorney General Jackson gave a speech, which was broadcast nationally by radio, regarding the role and proper conduct of government lawyers in keeping the public trust, and he praised an exemplar, former Attorney General (by then Associate Justice) Harlan Fiske Stone, who was being honored that evening by the Washington, D.C., bar association of government lawyers. 4 On many other occasions, Jackson paid tribute to remembered monuments in his life and experiences. Some additional examples:
In 1931, lawyer Jackson spoke in the Euclid School auditorium to Jamestown residents about his beloved, recently deceased former Jamestown High School teacher Mary Willard.
In May 1940, Attorney General Jackson spoke to the Supreme Court and its bar about the late Justice Pierce Butler-a member of the anti-New Deal Court who Jackson described as utterly wrong in matters of legal and constitutional analysis but utterly principled and decent in how he conducted himself on the bench. 5 On April 13, 1945, Justice Jackson spoke tearfully in the Great Hall at the Department of Justice about Franklin D. Roosevelt-"The President," not only to Bob Jackson but to all who lived during FDR's twelve years in the White House-who had died so suddenly in Warm Springs, Georgia, the previous afternoon.'
One year later, when Jackson was serving as the American Chief Prosecutor before the International 4. Robert H. Jackson, Government Counsel and Their Opportunity (Federal Bar Ass'n, 20th Anniversary Dinner, Washington, D.C., Jan. 20, 1940) , reprinted in 26 AM. BARASS'N J. 411-12 (1940) .
5. See 310 U.S. XIII-XX (May 20, 1940 A more distant example is the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. Attorney General Jackson attended its dedication in March 1941 and, on that occasion, heard President Roosevelt and others praise the generosity of its donors. Prior to the event, FDR had joked privately about having Jackson personally do the dedication honors. The more sober decision was for the President himself to speak Jackson had, you see, some years earlier, just begun to prosecute former Treasury Secretary Andrew W. Mellon in civil court for tax evasion-including through allegedly fraudulent "sales" of art from his personal collection to corporations that he controlled-when his defense attorney publicly announced Mr. Mellon's decision to donate his magnificent art collection and a museum (today's West Wing of the National Gallery) to the people of the nation. 7 Jackson always doubted that there would have been a museum if there had been no tax case, and most non-Mellon observers seemed to agree with his assessment.
A final example can be found in Chicago. In November 1953, Justice Jackson laid the cornerstone of what would become the first American Bar Center at the University of Chicago and, on that occasion, delivered a true valedictory address regarding his faith in the rule of law, the power of U.S.; $27,000,000, With Gallery, N.Y. TIMES, Jan. 13, 1937, at 1. reason and the profession of lawyering. 8 (When that Center was dedicated in August 1954, Jackson again was present, and he got to see that the concluding words from his 1953 speech had been carved in Indiana blue limestone over the building's entrance: "A cathedral to testify to our faith in the rule of law." 9 )
See Mellon Gives Art to
Each of these events and occasions, and the many more in Jackson's life that resembled them, was characterized by the testament of his presence, the genuineness of his emotion, the beauty of his expression, and the power of his ideas and values. This morning's portrait dedication, and the painting by Lurabel Long Colburn that we have gathered here to admire, 0 similarly delivers Jackson himself, and all that he was and stood for, by capturing so well his look, bearing and subtly expressive face.
Mrs. Colburn's painting is not, of course, the first Jackson portrait to go on public display. Indeed, the visage of Robert H. Jackson can be found in many notable locations:
At the Washington, D.C., headquarters of the Internal Revenue Service, which is the successor to the Treasury Department 9. See Roy E. Willey, We Have Built a Cathedral, 40 AM. BAR ASS'N J. 655, 666 (1954) . This building is today the University of Chicago's "1155 Building," which houses the Harris School of Public Policy Studies, the National Opinion Research Center and other University components. The former main entrance to the building is now a courtyard entrance. The 1953 cornerstone that Jackson laid is to the right side of, and his "cathedral" quotation remains in the limestone above, that entrance.
10. Lurabel Long Colburn studied at the Cleveland School of Art for four years, majoring in portrait, after receiving early art training in public school courses in Lockwood, Ohio. She is a renowned portrait artist and art teacher in Chautauqua County, New York.
11. 1111 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 12. Room 4736, Robert F. Kennedy Justice Building, 950 Pennsylvania
In the Department's Antitrust Division, where Jackson next served as Assistant Attorney General, his photograph similarly hangs today in the AAG's conference room.
In the Office of the Solicitor General at the Department of Justice, Jackson's photograph is one of the select handful of former SG portraits currently hanging in the SG's front office. 14 The official portrait of Jackson as Attorney General was painted in 1942 (the year after he left that position for the Supreme Court) by John Christen Johansen , who was one of America's most noted portrait painters. It hangs today in the Deputy Attorney General's conference room.
As The National Portrait Gallery, which is part of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., holds in its permanent collection a 1950 Feliks Topolski (1907 -1989 drawing of the Vinson Court, including Jackson.
The Portrait Gallery also possesses, in its study collection, an early 1940s Oskar Stoessel (1879-1943) drawing of Jackson in his judicial robes.
The Des Moines Art Center collection, and its current public display, includes a 1963 painting by Ben Shahn , the famous American social-realist painter. This work, which is titled "Integration, Supreme Court," depicts Jackson and his eight Court colleagues-all white men-sitting at their seats on the bench before pillars that tower behind them. They were, of course, the Court that had decided unanimously in Brown v. Board of Education in May 1954 that school segregation was unconstitutional.' 9 And here in Chautauqua County, New York, the courthouse at Mayville includes, above the judge's bench in the County Courtroom, its own copy, donated by the Jamestown Bar Association, of Johansen's Supreme Court portrait of Justice Jackson.
Unlike all previous Jackson portraits, however, Mrs. Colburn's work now resides here in Jamestown. This location is significant historically because Jamestown was Jackson's home when he was a young man and served as his touchstone for the rest of his life. The Jamestown location also is significant as one looks forward, for the Robert H. Jackson Center is becoming and will be for the future the touchstone for learning about Jackson's life, accomplishments, values and ideas.
I would like to close by recalling a few words from someone who we remember and bless this weekend, Jackson's late son-in-law G. Bowdoin Craighill, Jr. 2 " Bowdie
